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California State University system 
names Loretta Lamb new vice 
chancellor for human resources 
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‘Community,’ a show that can 
never die, moves to Yahoo! 
#6seasonsandamovie 


Review: 
Melissa McCarthy's ‘Tammy’ is a 
slap-stick comedy disappointment 
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Long Beach 
ranked one 
of the most 
patriotic cities 


Two California cities 
were ranked within 
the MyLife top 10. 


By Donn Gruta 
Social Media Editor 


As the dust settled from everyone’s 
Fourth of July festivities, MyLife, a so- 
cial media website, ranked the city of 
Long Beach as the seventh most patri- 
otic city in the U.S. 

MyLife’s analysis based its rankings 
on four data categories: percentage of 
population in the armed forces, total. 
spending on veterans, popularity of 
fireworks in July and community and 
social service workers. 

Long Beach has earned its way to 
the Top 10 primarily because it ranked 
third in total spending on veterans out 
of 100 U.S. cities included in the analy- 
sis, according to MyLife’s data. In this 
particular category, Long Beach suc- 
ceeded Washington, D.C. and Cleve- 
land. 

A recent MyLife press release men- 
tioned that cities that ranked very well 
in total spending on veterans were cru- 
cial for deciding which cities would 
make it to the top 10 rankings. 

MyLife “wanted to see which cities 
exhibited this sort of [patriotic] passion 
on a more year-round basis,” according 
to MyLife’s website. 


See PATRIOTISM, Page 2 
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Soccer fans gather at Nugget 
for World Cup semifinals 


Fans at Cal State Long Beach cheer on Argentina and the Netherlands in the 
semifinal match that determined who will play Germany in the 2014 World Cup 
final on Sunday at noon on ABC. 

Freshman civil engineering student Aulden Thomas was hoping to see the 
Netherlands win it all, but the team lost 4-2 in a penalty shoot on Wednesday. 

Thomas said Germany's 7-1 victory against Brazil on Tuesday was “not un- 
expected.” 

Several CSULB students said that they think Brazil’s overwhelming loss was 
the result of playing without two of the team’s star players, Neymar and Thiago. 


See page 8 for more campus predictions for the World Cup final. 


Conoley earns Women of Achievement Award, mentored by nuns 


Conoley accredits the 
philosophy nuns use 
in influencing how 
she lives her life 


By CrysTAu NIEBLA 


News Editor 


Arriving to Cal State Long Beach 
as the first permanent campus fe- 
male president in 65 years, incoming 
CSULB President Jane Close Conoley 
said that she had many female role 
models in her career that shaped her 
into the leader she is today. 


“Td say a big advantage I had — go- 


ing to a Catholic school run by nuns ... 
I saw women in leadership positions,” 
Conoley said. She said that they gave 
her some “expectations” that one day 
she could assume. ; 

Conoley, who begins her duties 
at CSULB on July 15, was the key- 
note speaker at the College of New 
Rochelle’s 76th Annual Alumnae/i 
College Weekend on June 7, and also 
earned the Women of Achievement 
Award that same day, according to a 
press release. 

- The weekend was a class of 1969 re- 
union conducted annually by the CNR. 
Conoley and four other women, Nancy 
Carey Cassidy of Loudonville, class of 
1979; Jeanne Cashman, of Bear, Dela- 
ware, class of 1964; Barbara Wismer 
McManus, of Rye, New York, class of 
1964; Carol Murphy, of Gainesville, 
Florida, class of 1969, earned the same 


award. 

“Lessons from My Ursuline Moth- 
ers,’ the title of Conoley’s keynote 
speech, illustrated how the philosophy 
nuns use helped her see the bigger pic- 
ture, work harder, believe in self and 
serve others — among other things — 
ultimately influencing how she lives 
her life. 

Conoley said that if it weren’t for a 
scholarship to CNR, she might have 
had a different life because would have 
gone to a public school. 

“In those days, if you were at a pub- 
lic school — a big public university 
— it was predominantly the leadership 
positions [that] went to the young men,” 
she said. “That was the culture.” 


See Conozey, Page 2 


Courtesy oF JANE CONOLEY 
Conoley is one of five women to earn the award. 
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CSU names new vice chancellor for human resources 


Lamb will begin her 
new role in California 
in September. 


By PAIGE PELONIS 
Editor in Chief 


Starting September, the California 
State University system will have Loret- 
ta Lamb as the new vice chancellor for 
human resources, according to a press 
release from the office of CSU Chancel- 
lor Timothy P. White. 

The release indicates that Lamb will 
report directly to the chancellor as a 
part of his executive leadership team. 

“Lori’s knack for building cross- 
functional teams will help the univer- 
sity advance its mission and meet the 
needs of California’s highly diverse 
student population,’ said Chancellor 
Timothy P. White in the press release. 

Some of the areas that Lamb will 
oversee in her new position are human 
resource management, labor and em- 
ployee relations, statewide professional 
development, equal opportunity and 
whistleblower compliance, academic hu- 
man resources and human resource poli- 
cy development, according to the release. 

This appointment marks the second 
time that Lamb has been named vice 
chancellor for human resources for a 
state university system. 


In 2009, she was appointed to the 
same title for the Minnesota State Col- 
leges and Universities Board of Trust- 
ees. In this position, Lamb advised the 
chancellor and Board of Trustees on 
succession planning, executive search 
and collective bargaining contract ne- 
gotiations. 

At the time of her appointment to 
this position, the Minnesota State Col- 
leges and Universities System website 
indicated that Chancellor Emeritus of 
the Minnesota State Colleges and Uni- 
versities system James H. McCormick 
recommended Lamb’s appointment to 
the trustees. 

“She is recognized as a committed 
and successful leader in our system, 
and she has demonstrated an ability to 
adapt to changing environments,’ Mc- 
Cormick said in 2009, according the 
MnSCU website. — 

Lamb currently serves as director of 
human resource operations for the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. Her career in- 
cludes 20 years of experience in higher 
education human resources. She has 
served in a variety of offices within the 
Minnesota system, from affirmative 
action officer to chief human resources 
officer at Minnesota State University. 

She has also served as the associate 
vice president for Personnel and Ad- 
ministration at Washington State Uni- 
versity, not too far from Gonzaga Uni- 
versity and Gonzaga University School 
of Law, where Lamb earned her bach- 
elor’s degree in social justice and juris 
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Lamb's appointment will be affirmed on July 22 


doctorate, respectively. 

CSU spokesman Michael Uhlen- 
kamp emphasized that that there 
are some areas of interest that 
Lamb may not be prepared to dis- 


stay up 
to date 


with D49er 


tweets 


@dailyA4%er 


Sign up for breaking news 
e-mail alerts and be able to 
surf through content right in 
your e-mail! 


Sign up at daily49%er.com/register 


cuss in full, as she will not officially be- 
gin in her new role with the CSU until 
September. Lamb’s appointment will be 
affirmed at the Board’s next regularly 
scheduled meeting on July 22. 


PATRIOTISM 


Continued from Page | 


“There was no one category that 
stood out — no city in the top 10 ranked 
first in any of the categories — but upon 
taking a deeper look ... what really 
mattered to us is the cities that were 
[consistently] patriotic 365 days a 
year.” 

As far as the other categories, Long 
Beach ranked 32nd in percentage of 
population in the military, 44th in fire- 
works popularity and 30th in commu- 
nity and social service workers. 

Long Beach is one of the only two 
California cities in that made it to the 
Top 10. San Diego made it to the top of 
the list, ranked at No. 1. 

While some Cal State Long Beach 
students were surprised to hear the title 
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Many of her professors worked for a 
college that was owned by the Ursulines, 
an all-girls Catholic school, she said. 

“We used to_call them mothers, in- 
stead of sisters,” she said. 

The award was instituted in 1999 to 
recognize alumnae/i for “brilliant ac- 
complishments in their chosen careers,” 
stated the release. 

“What I tried to do was relate it to the 
current research on well-being — how 
do we keep ourselves happy and produc- 
tive and high-achieving,” Conoley said. 
“T talked about how a lot of who we are 
is genetically determined and about 40 
percent of who we are is determined by 
how we see the world and what we say to 
ourselves and the kind of attitudes that 
we try to keep.” 

Conoley said that one of the things 
that relates to CSULB is that “what we 
have learned is that what a leader can 
do is create an environment where other 
people can succeed — and that’s been 
researched.” 

She said that she plans to instill 
Ursuline values, such as providing 
adequate resources, having no con- 
straints to performance and imple- 
menting opportunities for self-devel- 
opment to CSULB. 

“I’ve met lots of smart people from 
public schools, obviously,” she said. “I 
think one thing that the Catholic edu- 
cation reinforced in me — at least with 
these particular nuns — was a strong 
sense of service.” 


received, many like sophomore me- 
chanical engineering major Jose Nuno 
said thought it was a title worth having. 

“I don’t see anything patriotic in 
Long Beach,” Nuno said. “[I haven’t 
seen any] flags except for at parades, but 
I’m not from here. Either way it’s a good 
title to have.” 

Junior mechanical engineering major 
Luis Estrada said that, although Long 
Beach ranked as No. 7, there is always 
room for improvement. 

“I know a couple of veterans that are 
comfortable studying here,’ Estrada 
said. “I would think ranking seventh is 
good, but we could do better and there is 
always room for improvement.” 

Other cities that made it in MyLife’s 
Top 10 Most Patriotic Cities list in- 
clude San Antonio; Austin, Texas; Fort 
Worth, Texas; Oklahoma City; Las Ve- 
gas; El Paso, Texas; Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; and Houston. 
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Long Beach city officials say goodbye 


Long Beach residents, 
assembly members 
and others were invit- 
ed to the recognition 
ceremony. 


By Rusen Diaz 
Staff Writer 


Long Beach Mayor Bob Foster and 
four city council members reflected and 
celebrated their time in office through 
a recognition ceremony last Tuesday, at 
the weekly city council meeting. 

The members leaving office include 
3rd_ district Councilman Gary De- 
Long, 5th district Councilwoman Ger- 
rie Schipske, 7th district Councilman 
James Johnson and 9th district Council- 
man Steven Neal. 

Although Robert Garcia, former vice 
mayor and Ist district councilman, was on 
the agenda for the recognition ceremony 
as well, he is not saying goodbye for long. 
Instead, Garcia will be replacing Bob Fos- 
ter as the new mayor of Long Beach. 

During the ceremony, Long Beach 
residents, assembly members and or- 
ganizations, like Park and Recreations, 
presented those who gave farewell 
speeches, recognizing the outgoing 
council members and mayor for the 
work they have done. 

“Your leadership, along with our re- 
maining council members has helped 


guide the city through the worst re- 
cession since the Great Depression,” 
City Manager Patrick West said to the 
council. “...I thank you personally, and 
I wish you best of luck in your personal 
endeavors, and I really mean that to 
each and one of you.” 

Police Chief Jim McDonnell also ex- 
pressed his gratitude to the council. 

“Last year, we all celebrated together 
the lowest crime rate in over 40 years,” Mc- 
Donnell said to the council. “We’re down 
significantly from last year, and the trend 


continues. We thank you for the leader- 
ship you provided and supporting us-as you 
could in the budgetary process.” 

After more than 10 people spoke to 
the outgoing council members, three 
video presentations were shown that in- 
cluded Neal, DeLong or Schipske. The 
videos showed what each of the three 
members accomplished during their 
time in office. 

After the presentations, Foster re- 
flected on his term in office. 

“J want to thank my wife and your 


SB 1022 aims to track post-graduation 


The bill would require 
the California State 
University to create 
an online database. 


By CrystTAL NIEBLA 
News Editor 


A new bill approaching the governor’s 
desk may soon grant students more ac- 
cessibility to post-graduation statistics 
— a tool that aims to help students find 
jobs and stimulate the recovering econ- 
omy. 


Senate Bill 1022, authored by Sen. Bob 
Huff (R-Diamond Bar), would require 
the California State University, and en- 
courage the University of California, “to 
publicly provide labor market outcome 
information relating to their graduates,” 
such as salary data and distribution of 
employers, classified by industry, accord- 
ing to the bill’s text. 

“Senator Huff believes that, at a mini- 
mum, policy makers in Sacramento can 
do something to ensure the students, have 
the most data and information about labor 
market,’ said Peter DeMarco, communi- 
cations director for Huff. “If you give stu- 
dents a picture of college graduate salary 
earnings and industry placement, it should 
be able to give students a thoughtful, more 
data-driven decision about where they 


want to go and what they want to study.” 

According to the bill’s text, SB 1022 
would make use of “easily understood 
labor market measures,’ such as aggrega- 
tion of the data to the system-wide level 
and disaggregation to the campus level 
and by particular areas of study, and time 
frames of post-graduate progress. 

The California community colleges 
have this data for students because they 
have the “model” Salary Surfer website, 
DeMarco said. The same kind of infor- 
mation would benefit the students at a 
CSU level, he said. 

DeMarco said that because the UC sys- 
tem is “its own independent body,” the bill 
encourages, but does not require, that the 
UC follow the same changes as the CSU. 

DeMarco said that “minor” funding 


first lady, Nancy Foster, who’s done an 
outstanding job representing this city,” 
Foster said during the ceremony. “...] 
could not have done this job without her. 
It has been a true partnership.” 

Foster also thanked his staff for con- 
tributing to the city, and the residents of 
Long Beach for their support. 

Before he ended the meeting, 2nd 
district Councilwoman Suja Lowenthal 
said some closing words for Foster’s 
time in office and about each outgoing 
council member. 


/ 
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Former Long Beach officials say goodbye to office and pose for group photo at their last city council meeting together. 


“Robert, I am not saying goodbye,” 
Lowenthal said. “I am saying hello 
to an old friend, and I would like to 
just welcome you as our incoming 
mayor.” 

Garcia and other council members’ 
inauguration will be held on Tuesday at 
5:30 p.m. at the Terrace Theatre at the 
Long Beach Convention Center. 

The post-celebration will be held 
in the Pacific Ballroom at 7 p.m. Both 
events are free and open to the public on 
a first-come, first-serve basis. 


stats for undergraduates 


would power this bill at a one-time cost, 
ranging from $50,000, to $100,000 — a 
spending amount that falls within the 
CSU budget. 

Senior mathematics education major 
Anastasia Kapitonova said that, although 
the bill has good intentions, it may not be 
as useful for students. “Could the money 
be used for something more productive?” 
she said. 

Freshman health care administration 
major Marilyn Hernandez said that she 
thinks otherwise. “[Financial exposure] 
might be a problem, but the main concern 
is what [students] graduated from and if 
they succeeded.” 

If passed by the end of August, the bill 
would require that CSU post-graduate 
information be made publicly available 


through publication on the internet of the 
“respective segments’ no later than June 
1, 2016, and updated no later than June | 
of each year consecutively. 

According to the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, even with high unemploy- 
ment, there are still four million unfilled 
jobs in the U.S. that require a bachelor’ s 
degree. Four out of 10 college graduates 
find themselves stuck in jobs that don’t re- 
quire a college degree, and nearly half of 
recent graduates believe that they would 
feel better in the job market if they had 
pursued a different major, according to 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

“Despite modest economic growth, the 
skills gap continues to be a problem in the 
economy,” DeMarco said. “It’s not a gap, ' 
it’s an abyss.” 
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Intro to internet television production 


‘Community’ moves 
to Yahoo! pursuing 
#6seasonsandamovie. 


By Grec Diaz 


Design Assistant 


It began as a quick throwaway gag 
in “Community,” a phrase that later be- 
came a rallying cry for fans of the criti- 
cally adored, but perpetually low-rated, 
“Community” itself. 

Despite being canceled by NBC more 
than a month ago, “Community” found 
anew home, courtesy of a surprise pick- 
up by Yahoo! on June 30. 

Hoping to get into the original pro- 
gramming business like Netflix and 
Hulu, Yahoo! aims to use a sixth season 
of “Community” to entice viewers to 
watch their slate of new shows. 

Originally billed as a standard sitcom 
about a group of friends at a fictional 
community college named Greendale, 
“Community” quickly embraced _ its 
weirdness. The show pours meta-humor 
and pop-culture jokes around a group of 
characters that are just damaged enough 
to only fit with one another. 

Series creator Dan Harmon has also 
shown a boldness in making the show 
whatever he wants it to be each week; 
a mafia movie, a zombie outbreak or an 
eight-bit video game. 

A move to the Internet is just the 
latest strange turn for a show that has 
seen plenty in five short years on the 


NBC 


The study group from “Community” staved off cancellation with a surprise pickup from Yahoo! to be its first scripted television show. 


air. Rumored tensions on the set spilled 
out into the public as the show’s creator, 
Dan Harmon, and series cast member 
Chevy Chase sniped at each other, lead- 
ing to the Harmon being fired from the 
show after season three. 

Chase then quit the show before sea- 
son four even finished filming. Dissat- 


isfaction among fans and the cast with 
the new show runners led to Harmon’s 
improbable return for season five. 

At this point, almost no story about 
this show would be unbelievable. 

More than being a win for fans of 
the show, “Community” has. been a 
case study in the changing ways that 


audiences are measured. - Traditional 
ratings told the networks that the mass 
audiences were not watching the show, 
and rumor of its demise has punctuated 
every season finale. 

However, on social media sites like 
Twitter, it has always been easy to find 
passionate fans of the show, often with 


the hashtag #sixseasonsandamovie. 
The devoted fan base, combined with 
decreased production costs, brought the 
show back season after season. 

In honor of the show that can never 
die, here are ten episodes to prep new- 
comers before “Community” transfers 
to Yahoo! 


“COMMUNITY” STUDIES 


GENERAL EDUCATION 


Investigative Journalism 

Season 1/Episode 13 

A great introduction to the show, this episode showcases the 
progress made between the premier and what the show would 
become. The episode features a guest appearance by Jack 
Black, and makes a nod to classic sitcom “M*A*S*H.” 
Prerequisite: Radar, popularity, martinis 


Modern Warfare 

Season 1/Episode 23 

Directed by “Fast Five” director Justin Lin, this homage to ac- 
tion movies expanded the idea of what “Community” could do, 
marrying a high-concept premise to stories that stayed true to 
character. 

Prerequisite: ‘90s action movies, paintball 


NBC 
Jeff (Joel McHale) runs from fellow students as a 
paintball competition gets out of hand. 


Lower DIVISION 


Cooperative Calligraphy 

Season 2/Episode 8 

Not to be overshadowed by Zombie outbreaks and Claymation 
adventures in season two, “Cooperative Calligraphy” flips the 
script, featuring only the seven main cast members stuck in the 
study room for the entire episode. 

Prerequisite: Fancy pens, dog parades, dioramas 


Conspiracy Theories and Interior Design 
Season 2/Episode 9 

A conspiracy thriller involving the Greendale night school 
crashes into Troy (Donald Glover) and Abed’s (Danny Pudi) 
ever-expanding blanket fort to create a chase scene as hilari- 
ous as it is thrilling. 

Prerequisite: Structural integrity of pillows 


Advanced Dungeons and Dragons 

Season 2/Episode 14 

Showcasing both the good and the harm that the study group 
is capable of, “Advanced Dungeons and Dragons’ is one of 
the most imaginative episodes of the show, somehow trans- 
forming a group of people sitting around a table into an epic 
adventure. 

Prerequisite: Level 10 magic, dragon’s gold 


Paradigms of Human Memory 

Season 2/Episode 21 

The clip show has been a staple of many television productions 
as a cost-saving measure, packaging clips from old episodes 
with only a little new footage. The “Community” clip show, 
however, featured more than 70 brand new clips of adventures 
the study group had while the audience was not looking. 
Prerequisite: Old west racism, haunted houses, leprechauns 


Remedial Chaos Theory 

Season 3/Episode 3 

Beginning with a simple question of who will get the pizza, “Re- 
medial Chaos Theory” spins six parallel time lines that explore 
each character’s place in the group and what happens when 
they are removed. 

Prerequisite: String theory, “Raiders of the Lost Ark” 


NBC 


Troy (Donald Glover) and Abed (Danny Pudi) mock Jeff 
by going for a stroll in his favorite sweater. 


Upper DIVISION 


Pillows and Blankets 

Season 3/Episode 14 

Troy and Abed’s disagreement about how to construct the 
world’s largest blanket fort leads the entire campus to choose 
sides in Greendale’s civil war. The framework of a Ken Burns 
documentary only adds to the craziness. 

Prerequisite: Brother against brother, world records 


Basic Lupine Urology 

Season 3/Episode 17 

In another homage to the traditions of TV, “Community” spoofs 
police procedurals like “Law & Order” and “CSI” with a case 
involving a murdered science project. 

Prerequisite: “The Wire,” yams, having a code 


Cooperative Polygraphy 

Season 5/Episode 4 

After many public squabbles with the producers of the show, 
Chevy Chase finally left “Community” after season four, and 
the character of Pierce was written off. Pierce was not for- 
gotten, though, as he forces the study group to admit what 
they have been hiding from each other with a group lie de- 
tector test. 

Prerequisite: Cop movies, Walton Goggins 
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‘Tammy’ fails to bring the laughs 


Melissa McCarthy 
makes her screenwrit- 
ing debut. 


By MICHAEL ARES 
Online Editor 


Following the success of “The Heat” 
in 2013, Melissa McCarthy returns to 
the big screen for the summer comedy 
“Tammy.” 

Now when somebody mentions the 
name Melissa McCarthy, at this point in 
her career, almost every movie-watcher 
will know exactly what they are getting 
into. Viewers can expect McCarthy to, 
once again, have a sharp, witty tongue, 
say crude things and get hurt a lot. 


McCarthy delivers on these things, 
but this time around, the jokes are not 
witty and fall flat, resulting in one of 
the worst comedies of the year. 

“Tammy” opened up on July 2, and 
brought in just over 20-million dollars 
at the box office on its opening week- 
end. 

“Transformers” could be partly 
to blame, topping the box office and 
bringing in 36-million dollars in the 
United States. Yet, besides being over- 


FACEBOOK 


Melissa McCarthy's ‘Tammy’ had a slow opening and failed to bring the big bucks into the box office. 


shadowed by the alien robots, “Tam- 
my” just didn’t have enough going for 
it to become a summer hit. 

The story opens up with Tammy 
driving to work. A deer jumps in front 
of her car and she runs the animal over. 
The worst day of her life begins. Unfor- 
tunate events happen to Tammy caus- 
ing her to want to get out of town. 

She is joined by Susan Sarandon, 
who plays Tammy’s grandmother 
named Pearl. The two embark on a road 
trip, and then wackiness ensues. 

The main issue with the movie is 
that the jokes are not funny. Seeing Mc- 
Carthy fall and get hurt over and over 
again just became tedious. The overuse 
of fat-jokes aimed 
at McCarthy be- 
came annoying. 
Almost none of the 
jokes hit, and a lot 
of them seemed 
forced. 

Thare a few plot 
holes; some things 
don’t quite make 
sense and _ will 
leave the viewer 
questioning how 
certain characters 
knew where to be, 
or knew what to do 
at certain points. 

The movie was 
co-written by Me- 
lissa McCarthy 
and her husband, Ben Falcone. Fal- 
cone also makes his directorial debut 
with “Tammy.” This alone may be a 
big reason why the movie fell flat. In 
movies like “Bridesmaids” and “The 
Heat” there was another director and 
screenwriter to guide McCarthy into 


being the on screen personality that she 
is. McCarthy is a genius at ad-libbing; 
however, in a movie where she is in 
total control, it seemed that McCarthy 
didn’t get a second opinion, save from 
her husband, as to what jokes worked 
and which ones did not. 

Susan Sarandon’s character as the 
grandmother was great to watch. Her 
chemistry with McCarthy was good, 
and she brought some enjoyment to the 
film. Kathy Bates is also in the movie 
and boosts the film up just a hair. San- 
dra Oh and Dan Aykroyd are both in the 
movie, yet have no reason to be in there 
at all. 

Mark Duplass, who plays Bobby 
Tammy’s love in- 
terest, didn’t really 
stick out much. It’s 
possible for the 
audience to forget 
about him as the 
movie goes on. 

Overall, Tammy 
was a less than 
mediocre movie. 
McCarthy is great 
at what she does, 
but now she has 
fallen in the “type- 
cast” category. We 
know what to ex- 
pect from her, and 
sometimes she de- 
livers, and some- 
times she does not. 

If slap-stick humor and jokes that 
rely solely on curse words is appealing 
to the viewer, then they may be able to 
find a few things to like in this movie. 

If you are a movie-goer who wants 
clever and funny dialogue, then stay 
clear of this movie. 


‘Earth to Echo’ is a fun and lighthearted family-friendly film 


The movie tells a story 
about the adventures 
of a group of friends 
and an alien robot. 


By MICHELLE SIEBERT 
Staff Writer 


“Earth to Echo” is an enjoyable and 
charming science fiction film about 
friendship and an alien robot named 
Echo who tries to find his way back 
home. 

Mainly younger kids and preteens can 
relate to this film, and it is also very 

.appropriate for families to watch. 
The story is told by Tuck (Brian ‘As- 
tro’ Bradley), a preteen who narrates 
and records the adventure on video. 
There is a shaky motion at times due 
to the handheld camera, but it isn’t a 
problem. It was a unique movie be- 


cause it reflects how modern society is 
like today, as a lot of us view life digi- 
tally on some sort of handheld device. 

The group of friends demonstrates 
their deep dedication to help Echo get 
back to his home planet. Their success 
suggests that almost anything is pos- 
sible if friends work together. 

The film, direct- 
ed by David Green, 
is also a_ little 
similar to “E.T.,” 
Wall-E” and even 
“Transformers.” 
Although “Earth to 
Echo” is not very 
original, there are 
beautiful visuals 
and special ef- 
fects that make 
fill the film with 
wonder and imag- 
ination. 

The group of 
friends, Alex (Teo 
Halm), Tuck (Bri- 
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an ‘Astro’ Bradley), Munch (Reese C. 
Hartwig) and Emma (Ella Wahlestedt), 
encounter malfunctioning cell phones, 
which show a map of the desert, leading 
them to an owl-like robot from space. 
They name it Echo. 

The alien only communicates with 
the kids using certain noises. They 
follow clues, like 
a map that Echo 
gives, to solve 
the mystery of 
why Echo is on 
Earth. The group 
becomes quite at- 
tached to Echo. 
The overall goal 
is to protect the 
alien and _ help 
him find his 
way home, while 
growing closer to 
each other. 

The film pro- 
motes change as 
a good thing, and 


RELATIVITY MEDIA 


Alex, played by actor Teo Halm, makes friends with “Echo.” 


emphasizes the idea that it’s the small 
things that matter and that can make a 
difference. 

There are many cute and family- 
friendly humorous parts throughout, 
such as the unique mannerisms and 
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reactions of the characters in se- 
quences. 

The film is action-packed, while still 
containing sentimental moments, which 
make the film a memorable and surpris- 


ing experience. 


did you know the 
daily 49er 
has a 


youtube channel? 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 


6 


OPINIONS 


Thursday, July 10, 2014 


www. Daily49er.com 


OpedD49er@gmail.com 


American inaction in Syria will haunt the region for decades 


or those of us who value 
the “Responsibility to Pro- 
tect Doctrine,” the case for 
using coercive measures in 
Syria is a slam dunk: President Bashar 
al-Assad has used barrel bombs, mass 
imprisonment, artillery, chemical 
weapons and other lethal methods to 
butcher his own civilians, resulting in 
the deaths of over 160,000 people, ac- 
cording to the Huffington Post. 

So far, over 2.8 million refugees 
have spilled over into neighboring 
countries, more than 6.5 million ci- 
vilians are estimated to be internally 
displaced and a serious mental health 
crisis threatens the emotional compe- 
tency of an entire generation, accord- 
ing to the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees. In short, the 
Syrian conflict has caused a humani- 
tarian catastrophe that will haunt the 
region for decades to come. 

The question is, should the Obama 


administration have provided more 
military support for the moderate 
rebels during the initial stages of the 
conflict in order to prevent the mass 
atrocities perpetuated by the Assad 
regime? Furthermore, did the Obama 
administration’s inaction in Syria un- 
dermine stability in the Middle East 
and America’s interests in the region, 
especially in Iraq? 

The answer to both questions is yes, 
and our miniscule levels of diplomatic 
and military efforts in both Syria and 
Iraq have done nothing to stop these 
powder kegs from erupting into flames 
with enormous costs in terms of hu- 
man life and American strategic in- 
terests. 

In Syria, President Obama’s fear 
of the costs of, even limited, military 
support for the opposition, as well as 
increasingly isolationist sentiments 
among the populace, led us to ignore 
the enormous consequences of inac- 


By HunTER PAUL 
Opinions Editor 


tion. As Hillary Clinton wrote in her 
recent memoirs, “the risks of both ac- 
tion and inaction were high.” 

At the beginning of the Syrian con- 
flict, it was unclear whether siding 
with the rebels would have stabilized 
or destabilized the region. It is under- 
standable that Obama, being fearful of 
exacerbating the conflict, turned down 
the recommendations of Clinton and 
other senior officials to provide sup- 
port for the rebels; however, hindsight 
has shown that American inaction in 
the Syrian conflict has allowed for the 
staggering human costs we witness 
today. 

Additionally, the Obama adminis- 
tration’s inaction in Syria has severely 
harmed America’s strategic interests 
in the region, and possibly even its 
long term national security at home. 
The rise of ISIS, a militant, Sunni Ji- 
hadist group that is gaining territory 
across the Levant like a marauding, 


Mongol horde, potentially poses a 
greater threat to American interests 
and national security than Al Qaeda. 
It has accumulated serious amounts 
of natural resources, manpower and 
weaponry, which it could use to attack 
Western countries and undercut all of 
our extensive efforts in Iraq during the 
last decade. 

ISIS is developing a quasi-state 
with de facto sovereignty across large 
swathes of territory in Syria and Iraq. 
Even when severely outnumbered, 


ISIS has sent the Iraqi army scram- - 


bling for the hills and toppled enor- 
mously populated Iraqi cities such as 
Tikrit and Mosul; according to Slate, 
ISIS has carved out a territory that is 
larger than Israel with resources such 
as oilfields, electrical grids, prisons 
and abandoned Iraqi and U.S. weapon 
depots under its control. 

During its capture of Mosul, ISIS 
seized the central bank — along with 


its $425 million. Compare that to Al- 
Qaeda’s budget prior to 9/11, a measly 
$30 million. This rising jihadist group, 
which is so violent that even Al-Qaeda 
leader Zawahiri disavowed any asso- 
ciation with due to its brutality against 
fellow Jihadist fighters, poses a grave 
threat to America’s national security 
and interests in the Middle East. 

The current humanitarian crisis in 
Syria and the rise of the militant Is- 
lamist group ISIS are inextricably 


‘linked: to American inaction during 


the outset of the Syrian conflict. Al- 
though any form of policy prescrip- 
tion with respect to which countries 
we should cooperate with militarily 
remains difficult due to the “enemy 
of my enemy is my friend” politics of 
the Middle East, hard power may be 
warranted in order to stave off fur- 
ther humanitarian costs and damage 
to America’s interests and national 
security. 


Israel’s violence against an American should not be dismissed 


t seems to occur like clock- 

work. Every couple of years, 

crisis and violence engulf the 

Palestinian territories, with 
little results, little movement and very 
little progress toward peace. 

In situations such as these, one has 
to wonder who the instigator is, who is 
provoking the violence and prompting 
the bloodshed that appears in the form 
of black smoke over the Palestinian 
territories. I contend that it is Israel, 
and in this current crisis, it’s clear that 
this is true. 

Shortly after the Palestinian terri- 
tories united under one government, 
with power shared between Hamas 
and Fatah, Israel withdrew from 
peace negotiations with the Palestin- 
ian Authority. The negotiations did 
not fall apart; Israel withdrew from 
them when they saw that they would 
be forced to negotiate with a united 
Palestine. 


Then in the recent weeks, the cri- 
sis has reached a frenzy. After three 
Israeli teenagers were kidnapped and 
found dead in the West Bank, Israel has 
blamed Hamas, which has vehemently 
denied this accusation. In response, 
Israeli citizens have attacked Palestin- 
ians and gone as far as kidnapping a 
Palestinian teenager and burning him 
alive in Jerusalem. As the cycle of ret- 
ribution has become more and more 
intense, Israel has called up 40,000 
troops ready to invade the Gaza Strip 
at amoment’s notice, while Hamas and 
Israel exchange artillery fire. 

In the midst of this crisis, a young 
American, visiting relative in Jeru- 
salem was brutally beaten on camera 
by Israeli security forces. Tariq Abu 
Khdeir, the young American victim of 
the Israeli security forces had recently 
found out his cousin, Mohammed Abu 
Khdeir, was the Palestinian teenager 
burned to death by Israelis. While 


By MiIcHAEL Woop 
Opinions Assistant 


observing Palestinians protesting the 
death of his cousin, he was approached 
by Israeli security forces, accused of 
rioting and beaten. 

It sometimes takes a moment like 
this to spark a true change in the Unit- 
ed States. While nearly 50 Palestinians 
have been killed by the Israelis in Gaza 
in the past day or two, according to 
CNN, sometimes these stories speak 
more to Americans when one of our 
own is hurt. Tariq Abu Khdeir is an 
American citizen, a young man who 
lives and goes to school in this coun- 
try, and he has been the victim of an 
increasingly out of control Israeli secu- 
rity apparatus that seems to abide by 
the policy of “shoot first, ask questions 
later.” 

It is clear to me that Israel has 
overstepped the line. While its mis- 
treatment of the Palestinian people 
has always been atrocious, it has typi- 
cally been distant and too touchy for 
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American involvement or condemna- 
tion. However, when Israeli forces are 
attacking U.S. citizens, this becomes 
America’s problem, and America 
should not hesitate to play hardball 
with the Israeli government. 

Anything from a public condemna- 
tion of the Israeli government’s ac- 
tion, to a suspension of aid like the one 
we imposed on Egypt after the coup, 
should be on the table. We simply can- 
not continue to issue meek and wishy- 
washy statements, dancing around the 
fact that Israel has attacked an Ameri- 
can citizen and placed him under house 
arrest in a foreign country. 

But clearly, the problems of Israel 
and Palestine cannot be resolved with 
American might. This is merely an 
opportunity for America to demon- 
strate to Israel that this country stands 
for peaceful co-existence and human 
rights, and whether Israel or Pales- 
tine is in the wrong, they will be con- 


demned. 

Perhaps Israel will tread lightly, 
knowing that its friendship with one 
of the greatest world powers is condi- 
tional upon their efforts to make peace. 
If Israel can control violent settlers, 
think before acting and talk frankly 
with Hamas about the possibility of 
peace, then a two state, solution is pos- 
sible. Palestinians suffer the most from 
this war, and most of them are eager 
to end the blockades, checkpoints and 
air strikes that make their lives so dif- 
ficult. 

Without our unconditional support, 
Israel can be convinced to make the 
first move toward a two-state solution. 
In the light of Tariq Abu Khdeir’s beat- 
ing and arrest, America has a golden 
chance to demonstrate its resolve in its 
duty of protecting its citizens and make 
one thing clear to Israel: America will 
support its existence, but not its vio- 
lence. 
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Campus reacts to World Cup 


After this Sunday, the World Cup winner will 
be crowned and it’s no surprise that Germany 
will be fighting for the title. However, it is likely 
that there are many who did not foresee a hor- 
rendous 7-1 game in the semifinals round, espe- 


By Anita WANG 
Sports Editor 


cially against the renowned Brazil team playing 
on home turf. z 


According to the New York Times, this was 
Brazil’s worst game since losing 6-0 to Uruguay 
in 1920. 


The number of Germany fans on campus seems 
to surpass that of Brazil’s, and as satisfying as a 
victory was for them, some felt pity for the Brazil- 
ians, possibly making Tuesday’s lackluster game 
the worst World Cup showdown in history. 


David Weberg 
Grad student 
Physical therapy 


“I was pretty shocked [Germany] 
scored that many goals that quick. I 
thought they were going to win 2-1 or 
3-1. I was rooting for Germany, but I 
wanted to see a good game instead of 
Brazil getting demolished. 

They have a lot of players who play 
on the club team together. They just 
look like a better team...more skilled 
and they’re more in the right place, 
rather than Brazil scattered on defense.” 


Winner prediction: Germany 


Kylie Hawkins: 
Freshman 
Physical therapy 


“That’s a really high scoring soccer 
game, which doesn’t really happen, 
especially in the World Cup and espe- 
cially for Brazil. Maybe it was because 
they lost Neymar or top defenders, but 
I don’t know what happened. I think 
there was a little loss of mentality with 
their star players not being there, but 
they should be able to compensate. 
They shouldn’t have lost like that, hav- 
ing home court advantage. 

From what I’ve seen, I think Germa- 
ny’s a better team. They’re just bigger, 
faster and stronger” 


Winner prediction: Germany 


~. 


Brittney Davidson 
Senior 
Liberal studies 


“I was very pleased with the score 
because I am a Germany fan. I’ve been 
rooting for them for.a while, but I was 
surprised how badly they beat Brazil. 
I felt bad for them just because it was 
their home country. I wish the game 
was a little closer just for the sake of not 
being embarrassed. 

I think after a while you just give up 
and damper the team’s spirit. If it starts 
out bad, it’s usually really hard to make 
a comeback. Honestly, I didn’t think 
Brazil was going to win from the be- 
ginning.” 


Winner prediction: Germany 


Kristian Sorensen 
-Senior 
Economics/Business 


“It was crazy, we couldn’t believe it. 
I think the Brazilians were tired and 
gave up. Losing Neymar and Thiago 
[Silva] was a big loss for Brazil. It’s like 
Argentina and Messi, they cant win 
without Messi. 

I don’t know if Brazil would’ve have 
won even with the two players. Maybe 
they could’ve been more even.” 


Winner prediction: Germany 


The Lakers and the Clippers continue to try to build a power roster 


LAKERS 


Nine days into free agency, both 
teams are waiting on the big 
names to make decisions. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Sports Assistant 


It was just four years ago that the Los Angeles Lakers 
were coming off back-to-back NBA championships and 
three consecutive Finals appearances. That same year 
the other Los Angeles team, the Clippers, found them- 
selves in a familiar spot, another losing season and first 
pick for the NBA Lottery. 

Fast forward four years and it’s a complete role-rever- 
sal. It’s the Clippers, with Blake Griffin and Chris Paul, 
who have all the star power. They have one of the best 
coaches in the league (Doc Rivers), and just got rid of 
owner Donald Sterling who has made racist remarks, 

Now it’s the Lakers who find themselves with a barren 
roster and dysfunctional ownership. The team has yet to 
name a new head coach after Mike D’Antoni resigned. 
General Manager Mitch Kupchack has sacrificed future 
assets in trades that have backfired miserably: Add a 
stubborn, aging superstar like Kobe Bryant to the mix, 
and you have one of the bigger messes in the league. 

However, the Lakers aren’t totally hopeless. They’re 
still one of the marquee franchises in sports, which 
means they’re always going to be a prime destination for 
free agent superstars. Players want to play in Los Ange- 
les; the only difference now is that the Clippers have be- 
come a legitimate contender and their current state looks 
awfully attractive. 

With free agency now nine days old, here are some of 
the best and worst case scenarios for both teams. 


Best Case Scenario 

Though much has gone wrong for the Lak- 
ers lately, their one major asset is cap space. As 
of today, only three players are signed for next 
season (Kobe Bryant, Steve Nash and, eventu- 
ally, rookie Julius Randle). They have about $26 
million in cap space available to sign a max-level 
player, and the best caseis signing Carmelo An- 
thony to rebuild around him and Kobe. With An- 
thony signed, they’d be able to attract other vet- 
eran players on cheap deals. As an added bonus, 
Bryant and Anthony are extremely close off the 
court, which could lead to terrific chemistry on 
the court. This signing would be a coup. 


Worst Case Scenario 

They miss out on everybody. LeBron James, 
Carmelo Anthony and Chris Bosh look at the 
Lakers and decide there are better situations for 
them than being part of a rebuild, one that doesn’t 
even have a head coach yet. They end up settling 
for lesser talent just so they can fill out the roster. 
They might keep their cap space flexibility, but 
what’s the point if superstars don’t want to play 
for them? They already failed to re-sign Dwight 
Howard, and not being able to sign an all-star in 
free agency would continue the downward spiral 
they’ve been on. This is where the Lakers excel, 
or at least where they used to. Failure here secures 
failure in the future. 


Most likely to happen 

There’s a strong possibility that their best 
case scenario will come to fruition. Anthony 
is reportedly down to choosing between the 
Lakers and New York Knicks. But if Melo de- 
cides to stay in New York, the Lakers would 
focus on short-term deals with secondary free 
agents like Lance Stephenson, Trevor Ariza 
and Pau Gasol. 

They’d be competitive while still having 
long-term cap flexibility. They’d immediately 
shift their attention to all-stars Kevin Love 
and Kevin Durant, who’ll.be free agents in 
2015 and 2016, respectively. 


CLIPPERS , 


Best Case Scenario 

Actually, this is pretty much it. They’re the 
best team in Los Angeles, and now that they 
don’t have Sterling owning the team, they’ve be- 
come infinitely more likable and easy to root for. 
There’s one significant piece that could put them 
over the top: Paul Pierce. He has a great relation- 
ship with Rivers from their time together in Bos- 
ton, and he’s from Los Angeles. If he’s willing 
to come off the bench, he’ll provide the scoring 
and leadership that will become invaluable dur- 
ing the season and playoffs. Plus, a lineup includ- 
ing Chris Paul, Blake Griffin, Pierce, DeAndre 
Jordan and J.J. Redick would make for one hell 
of a team. 


Worst Case Scenario 

Sterling isn’t going out quietly, the longer the 
ownership transfer takes from Sterling to Steve 
Ballmer, the more embarrassing it is, not neces- 
sarily for the Clippers, but for the sport in general. 
Regardless, the worst case would be that this con- 
tinues to drag on, otherwise the Clippers will not 
only steer away top prospects, but also be in a neg- 
ative light. James already publicized his disliking 
toward Sterling and most likely will not want to 
deal with a team still involved with him. The Clips 
don’t need any more distraction from this already 
blown out situation. Surely Ballmer will want to 
put his mark on the team, but he won’t be able to 
until Sterling finally gives in. 


Most likely to happen 

The team is just about set. They signed 
big-man, free agent Spencer Hawes earlier at 
the start of free agency, but other than that, 
they were already a pretty loaded team. Their 
core is about as good as any in the league, and 
there is still a strong possibility that they will 
sign Pierce. 

With these two outcomes in place, the Clips 
can focus on moving attention from the wings 
and into the interior, the area that would im- 
prove this team’s already impressive perfor- 
mance. So all is well in Clipperland for now 
and the foreseeable future. 


